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Aloha Owners!

Makena Surf awaits 
your arrival —the land-
scape, maintenance and janitorial staffs 
have been working hard over the past few 
months to make the grounds and common 
areas even more beautiful and the few 
projects that are still underway should be 
finished up soon. Here are some of the 
accomplishments:

•  New gutters are installed and look re-
ally nice. You may notice a few more down-
spouts then before; that is so water can 
drain as quickly as possible to avoid back-
ups. I have received lots of compliments 
on their appearance; I hope you appreciate 
this improvement to the property!

•  Fascia repairs and repaint beneath the 
new gutters is almost finished and looks 
fantastic. All lanai railings have been re-
caulked and sealed to avoid intrusion into 
the common area or units below.

•  We have been working on several land-
scape beautification projects as well as the 
scheduled dethatching, aerating and fertil-
ization of the grass areas; they look great. 

• You will see a couple of new team 
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REPORT
by Ann Shipman, 
General Manager

Water aerobics is a big splash at Makena Surf. All guests and 
owners are welcome to participate, courtesy of Ali’i Resorts. 
Classes are usally held from 10:30-11:30 a.m., Mon, Wed & 
Fri, at the south pool. Photo by Ann Shipman

members on the grounds, including Jami-
son Crowe, Security Guard and Kelly 
Smith, Maintenance. Please say hello and 
welcome them to Makena Surf!

• Hawaii Inspection Group is close to 
finishing the “High Risk Component” in-
spections.  They are very thorough and you 
will receive a report on your unit soon.  I 
believe this has been an excellent preven-
tive maintenance tool and plan to do this 
on a regular basis, possibly every five years.

• Construction season is in full swing. We 
had a total of nine remodels this year.  The 
construction guidelines have been updated 
by our architect, Earl Kono, with respect 
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IMPORTANT CONTACT INFORMATION:
GENERAL MANAGER: OFFICE MANAGER:
Ann Shipman, ann@makenasurf.org Marj Canada, marj@makenasurf.org 
808 • 874 • 0616 808 • 874 • 0616    

SECURITY: 808 • 283 • 2862 FAX: 808 • 874 • 6455

BOARD OF DIRECTORS:

Don Baron, C-206 ....................... President ................................................... 860 • 930 • 5314
Paul Imwalle, E-303 ................... Treasurer ................................................... 541 • 420 • 0579
Dick Clotfelter, C-107 ................ Secretary; Policies and Procedures ....... 406 • 223 • 2448
Betty Kay Anderson, E-205 ....... Landscape ................................................. 360 • 790 • 6514
Mark Joseph, B-303  ................... Construction ............................................. 925 • 899 • 9679
Paul Kepler, E-101  ..................... Security ..................................................... 831 • 332 • 1500
Dusty Pence, G-101 .................... Newsletter Editor .................................... 605 • 890 • 1515

MSNL STAFF
Editor: Dusty Pence
pencedusty@me.com
Contributing Editor: 
Susan Mattinson
Production: Marj Canada

OPERATIONAL DIRECTORY

MEETING SCHEDULE. 
Owners are welcome and encouraged to attend all meetings
Thursday, Feb 22, 2018—Board of Directors, AOAO Conference Room

Saturday Morning, Feb 24, 2018—Annual Homeowner’s Meeting, Mulligans on the Blue

Saturday Evening, February 24, 2018 Annual Homeowner’s Party, at the South pool.

General Manager’s Report continued from Page 1

2018 BOARD RECRUITING COMMITTEE
John Rough, F202
Gymmee Frank, E-106
Judith Michaels, B108

to lanai replacement, waterproofing and 
soundproofing. Inspections and water tests 
will take place at three intervals of instal-
lation, by the architect and Hawaii Inspec-
tion Group. 

• We did have a security incident on 
property, and it was handled by security. 
Makena Surf’s security team are on top of 
it! They are quick to respond to any intru-
sions from the beach area into the com-
mon area or to help an owner in need.

• Owners, please inform the office prior 
to arrival on-island, so that the office staff 
and security knows that your unit is occu-
pied. (If you rent, your rental agent may be 
reporting for you.) ❖❖❖

My wife, Winnie, and I have been Mak-
ena Surf owners for twenty years. We do 
not rent our unit and our son Rick, a real 
estate agent and tennis instructor, lives on 

INTRODUCING NEW BOARD 
MEMBER PAUL KEPLER

Maui. Our primary home is in Aptos on 
Monterey Bay in Northern California; we 
travel back and forth to Maui several times 
each year. Both Winnie and I (and several 
members of our family) are tennis players, 
so we always bring our racquets.

My background includes:
1. Owner of Seascape Sports Club, a mul-

tipurpose health and fitness club located 
in northern California, with close to 3,000 
members.

2. Partner in Seascape Resort, with 300 
rental units located on the ocean across 
the street from the club.

3. Founder and former member of the 
Board of Civic Bank of Commerce in Oak-
land, California, which is now part of Royal 
Bank of Canada.

4. Past President and former member of 
the Board of USTA NorCal, one of seven-
teen sections of the USTA.

5. Princeton, A.B.; University of Chicago, 
M.B.A.

Winnie has been a real estate broker in 
California for over forty years and a real 
estate agent in Maui for over ten years. She 
is also mother to our four boys and grand-
mother to our ten grandkids (five girls and 
five boys, ages five to twenty-seven).

Makena Surf has been a great addition to 
our life. We travel quite a bit, but our very 
favorite place to travel to is Maui. Not only 
do Winnie and I love every minute of our 
time here, but Makena Surf has created 
a wonderful opportunity for us to spend 
quality time with all of our family and 
friends. ❖❖❖
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BOARD MEETING 
HIGHLIGHTS

CHANGE IN FISCAL AND 
PAYROLL MANAGEMENT

At a special meeting via teleconference, 
June 20, 2017, your Board voted to stop 
using the services of Management Consul-
tants of Hawaii due to dissatisfaction with 
the services rendered, and to contract with 
Carbanaro CPAs to take over fiscal man-
agement of the property, and Pro Service 
to handle the payroll for Makena Service. 

TENNIS ANYONE
Frank Salvador will no longer be un-

der contract with MS for tennis related 
activities, but he will continue to provide 
clinics, courtesy of Destination Residences, 
twice a week. Owners may make their own 
arrangements for paid private lessons with 
instructors, subject to respect of the no-so-
licitation rules.

SECOND EV STATION?
In 2016, owners voted to install two EV 

(electrical vehicle charging) stations. A cost 
estimate was presented but owners chose 
not to include a cap on cost. The first 
station has been installed at a cost sig-
nificantly higher than estimated. Limited 
usage of the first station indicates there is 
no current demand by users for two sta-
tions. Therefore your board has decided it 
is prudent to consult with owners at the 
annual meeting in February before pro-
ceeding with the second station.

FITNESS CENTER
Your board continues to pursue quotes 

for construction of the new fitness center.

STORED VEHICLES?
Your board voted that owners whose 

units are under construction are not per-
mitted a stored vehicle space for the dura-
tion of the construction project.

❖❖❖

In 1989, while celebrating their 25th 
wedding anniversary in Fiji, Dr. Jerold 
Beeve and his wife, Dorothy, met many 
Fijian people with severe eye problems. 
Dr. Beeve, an ophthalmologist who lives 
in La Canada, California, gave two pairs of 
his own glasses to a man struggling to see. 
Recognizing that many Fijian people suffer 
from extreme eye problems, the Beeves 
created the Beeve Foundation for World 
Eye & Health to provide otherwise un-
available eye care to desperate Fijians.

The Foundation’s medical team has 
completed twenty-five trips to Fiji, helping 
over three percent of the population, the 
majority legally blind. The most recent trip 
was September, 2016. Today, 25 years since 
Dr. Beeve’s original gift of two pairs of 
glasses, the foundation has saved the sight 
of 30,000 Fijians! Recipients of cataract 

MAKENA SURF OWNERS 
HONORED FOR 25 YEARS OF 
GIVING THE GIFT OF VISION

surgeries and corneal transplants went 
from complete dependence on others to 
independence and productivity.

On February 24, 2017,The President of 
the republic of Fiji, his excellency ma-
jor-general (retired) Jioji Konusikonrote, 
presented Dr. and Mrs. Beeve with a spe-
cial award at The Order of Fiji Investiture 
Ceremony.

In addition to the Beeves, the medical 
team, Board of Directors, pharmaceutical 
companies that donated or discounted 
supplies, and the resorts and hotels that 
sponsored the teams complete the picture 
of the foundation’s accomplishments.

The Beeve family has a long history of 
medical mission work, starting with Doro-
thy’s grandfather, who served as a doctor in 
Japan and South Africa. He and his son—
Dorothy’s father—practiced and built a 
hospital in Mayaguez, Puerto Rico. Dorothy 
and Jerold’s sons, Scott (also an ophthal-
mologist) and Gregory (an internist) partic-
ipated in care and treatment of the Fijian 
people through the years. Even grand-
daughter Emily helped with testing and 
eyeglass selection; thus five generations of 
this dedicated family have donated time 
and talent to this humanitarian mission.

Over 25 medical mission trips, the statis-
tics total: 28,603 eye exams, 27,714 glasses 
dispensed, 1,756 cataract extractions with 
lens implants, 55 corneal transplants, and 
1,005 other procedures. That anniversary 
trip to Fiji and the simple gift of two pair 
of glasses grew to become a profound gift 
to humanity. ❖❖❖

The board recently conducted an amen-
ity survey to develop an understanding 
of owner interest in current and future 
amenities at Makena Surf. The survey was 
conducted during September and October 
and we are very pleased that an impressive 
82% of our owners participated!

The survey contained ten questions 
about: demographics; value of current ame-
nities; support for a sports court; expected 
frequency of fitness room use; preferred fitness 
room equipment; preferred form of entertain-
ment in fitness room; ideas for future amenities.

The board will distribute the survey re-
sults by email at the end of November and 
copies will be available at next February’s 
owner meeting. If we do not have your 
email, please contact Ann, who can pro-
vide you a copy of the survey results.

We are very grateful to those who took 
time to contribute to this survey! ❖❖❖

The rest of the board thanks Mark Joseph 
for diligence in conceiving and developing a 
meaningful survey and encouraging input from 
an unprecedented number of homeowners!

AMENITY SURVEY
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On the National Park Service website, 
Ann Shipman found this list of unsafe 
toxic chemicals to avoid when you choose 
your sunscreen. 

The website recommends that you check 
the labels carefully and avoid these: 

Para aminio benzoic acid; octyl salicy-
clate; oxybenzone; cinoxate; dioxybenzone; 
cinoxate; dioxybenzone, phenylbenzimid-
azloe; homosalate; menthyl anthranilate; 
octocrylene; methoxycinnamate; parabens. 

Find more information at https://cdhc.
noaa.gov/_docs/Site%20Bulletin_Sun-
screen_final.pdf.

SAVE OUR REEFS FROM 
TOXIC CHEMICALS

Ann also found this list of ten Safe/Least 
Toxic Sunscreen Picks:
• All Terrain AquaSport Natural Sunscreen, 
 SPF 30
• Badger Chamomile & Calendula Baby 
 Sunscreen Cream, SPF 30
• Badger Unscented Sport Sunscreen Cream, 

SPF 35
• Babo Botanicals Fragrance Free Clear Zinc 

Sunscreen, SPF 30
• COOLA Unscented Suncare Sport Moisturizer 

Classic Sunscreen, SPF 45
• Climb On! Mineral Sunblock, SPF 30
• Juice Beauty Oil-Free Moisturizer, SPF 30
• The Honest Company Sunscreen, SPF 30
• Suntegrity Skincare Natural Mineral 
 Sunscreen for Body, SPF 30
• Yes to Carrots Fragrance Free Nourishing 

Daily Moisturizer, SPF 15

Photo by Stephen Geary, 
son of Nancy Geary, F-202

BKA: Few owners attend board meetings. 
Sometimes five or six come for the part of 
the meeting that they are concerned about. 
In the past eighteen years, well over half 
the board meetings had no owners attend.

11. Will I feel awkward at a meeting as a 
non-board member? Can I say anything?

BKA: You will feel very welcome: the 
president will explain before the meeting 
starts when and for how long you may 
speak. Sometimes you may be restricted 
from speaking more than once on any 
subject, especially if the meeting is a long 
one. You will likely be given a copy of the 
agenda, with appropriate handouts.

12.Will the board members glare at me or 
be happy to see me? Can I say anything?

BKA: Board members are happy to see 
interested owners attend. No one will glare 
at you, although disruptive owners may be 
asked to leave (never happens!).

13. Is this a good way to “test the waters” if 
one is considering being a board member?

BKA: It’s a great way to determine what 
role you might like to have in Makena 
Surf’s management. You can witness the 
process and see how each member fulfills 
their role (or does not). You will likely feel 
more empowered when voting for board 
members, because you will have seen the 
current members in action.

14. Do the coffee and donuts served at these 
meetings taste good?

BKA: Nobody has ever complained about 
the coffee. ❖❖❖

liability, unless they commit an illegal or 
fraudulent act. Board members are ex-
pected to use “best business judgment” 
and refrain at all times from a conflict of 
interest.

DJP: Board members are also required 
to sign the Makena Surf Code of Conduct.

7. How will being a board member enhance 
my life (i.e. what’s in it for me?)

BKA: What’s in it for board members? 
Developing relationships with more 
owners than they would otherwise be able 
to do, the pride in whatever gets accom-
plished during their term of office, etc.

8. What is the term of a board member? 
Can I get “fired” or impeached?

BKA: Board members serve a two-year 
term and officers (president, secretary, 
treasurer) are elected by their fellow board 
members annually. Board members can be 
removed from office; details are in the by-
laws, found on Makena Surf’s website.

DJP: Officers do not have to be board 
members or even owners, but historically 
they have been chosen from the board.

9. What does one do if interested in becom-
ing a board member?

BKA: To become a board member, one 
need only express this interest to General 
Manager Ann Shipman, who can supply 
a form to fill out. Forms are also mailed 
twice toward the end of each year to all 
owners.

10. How many “civilians” usually attend 
board meetings?

BOARD MEMBER, continued FROM Page 7

YOUR BOARD 
WISHES 
EACH OF YOU 
BLESSINGS AND 
GRACE 
THIS HOLIDAY 
SEASON.



Page 12 Page 5

NOHO-GEARY, continued from Page 11

color and basket making. She has 
worked as a pastry chef and cater-
er, and she and husband Dennis 
owned a marina business for forty 
years. One of Nancy’s best memo-
ries is going to China with Wendy 
and Dennis to pick up their new 
daughter, Lily, on her first birthday.

On the Content, young Tom was 
an avid reader. In Fiji he ran a 
newspaper, going from boat to 
boat to find stories. Later he taught 
windsurfing in San Francisco Bay 
and today he owns IBIS Advertis-
ing agency in San Francisco. Tom 
and wife, Lynn, have a son, Griffin. 

Steve is a retired business profession-
al in Vista, California. He is a talented 
photographer, as evidenced by photos he 
contributed for our newsletters. His family 
includes his son, Justin, Justin’s wife Jea-
nette and their two sons, Tom and Dane, 
Nancy’s only great-grandchildren. 

Bill, who was educated in California, 
Hawaii and Nepal, spent twenty years in 
the islands as a K-12 teacher and professor 
of education. Today he lives in Carmel, 
California and writes about education. His 
son, Will, lives in Seattle.

One of Tom and Nancy’s favorite Makena 
Surf experiences began when Tom was on 
the sidelines at the tennis court, whistling 
an old tune as he waited his turn to play. 
The woman next to him began singing 
along, and Tom was delighted to meet 
Maxine —someone who shared his love of 

music from the ‘40s, 50s and‘60s! Soon a 
combo was born, with Tom on piano, Max-
ine (Bobby) Goldsmith singing and Bruce 
(Carol) Green on clarinet. They met twice 
a week to practice, drink wine and eat hors 
d’oeuvres (provided by Nancy). The group 
spent many happy hours entertaining at 
Makena Surf gatherings. Memories of those 
days are fond and abundant, and shared by 
many Makena Surf owners.

Tom passed away in 2006. Nancy still 
loves to visit Makena Surf, but with failing 
eyesight, she only comes when her chil-
dren can join her. She lives in her retire-
ment home in Santa Rosa, back where she 
began her life of adventure and joy. ❖❖❖

As we write, Nancy is heading home to Santa 
Rosa after being evacuated due to forest fires 
sweeping the area. Her home was untouched, 
but it has been a trying time for her and many 
friends and neighbors. Let’s keep them all in 
our prayers.

Betty Kay Anderson: 
E-205

I love the “mag-
ic” of Maui. No 
matter how often 
I try to persuade 
myself that I can 
re-create the same 
feeling on the 
mainland, it never 
happens. 

I love living 
24-hours-a-day in 
the fresh air, with 
all my doors and 
windows open. 
There is not a 
single “drive” on 
Maui that is not 
beautiful. 

There is noth-
ing like putting 
one’s toes in 
the warm sand 
or walking into 
the warm ocean 
water, snorkeling 
to swim with turtles, or watching the 
whales from one’s lanai!

❖❖❖
n

Na Mea Hana Make Make 
(The things we do that make us happy)

Make Make
Sharon Kimber: guest from Minnesota

“Touring Pearl Harbor—so emotional 
for me. Waikiki Beach, Feast of Lele, the 
tour of Hana Highway with that crazy tour 
guide, Alex. Walking the long beach at 
Makena. The surfers at Ho’okipa. New sea-
food, even new drinks. The Banyan trees!

“Our accidental visit to the Ron Artis 
family music studio on Oahu is my best 
Hawaii memory. Thank you Dorothy, for 
walking up that sidewalk with me. To think, 
we almost didn’t! What a joy.”

❖❖❖
Sharon’s husband, Steve, always dreamed 
of taking her to Hawaii to visit the islands he 
grew to love so much while serving here during 
the Vietnam War. Sadly, Steve passed away 
shortly after retiring, but Sharon did her best to 
fulfill his dream by visiting Oahu and Maui with 
the Pences (G-101) at Makena Surf. 

ABOVE: Betty Kay was not on 
Hawaii for this photo, but she 
was living 24-hours-a-day in the 
fresh air somewhere. 
First person who 
correctly names this 
location earns a free 
malsada, courtesy of 
the editor! Respond to 
pencedusty@me.com. 
Recuse yourself if you 
have inside info.

BELOW: The Artis family still had their 
studio on the North Shore, Oahu, when 

Sharon visited. Here she poses in front of 
“The Artis Family Fun Bus.”

Master and Commander First Mate
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WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO SERVE 
ON THE MAKENA SURF 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS?
Owner Susan Heller recently suggested 

that it would be helpful to know what is 
involved with serving on the Makena Surf 
Board of Directors, and what to expect if 
one attends a board meeting. What a great 
idea!

So, first, it means you get to go rafting 
on the DesChutes River in Oregon! Sorry, 
just kidding. But sometimes board mem-
bers do have fun before or after a summer 
mainland meeting. (On their own dime, of 
course.) Usually that means dinner togeth-

er, but this summer Paul and Cathy Imwal-
le also organized a raft trip for those who 
could stay around an extra day. 

Now, back to Susan’s idea. She prepared 
a list of questions and Betty Kay Anderson 
(BKA), our longest serving board member, 
took time to answer those questions. Mark 
Joseph (MJ) and Dusty Pence (DJP) also 
weighed in on a few questions.

1. Do I need any special qualifications or 
experience to serve on the board? Are there 
qualifications or experiences that make a 

of the New Territories, but were not sup-
posed to land—they did, though, with no 
repercussions.

Piracy was a worry much of their time at 
sea. They were once circled for many hours 
by a threatening junk. Of course, there was 
weather: one November meteorologists 
promised two weeks of clear weather to 
the Philippines, but half way across, their 
ketch was slammed by a duster typhoon. 

“We lost the use of our rudder,” Nancy 
said. “We needed two adults to handle the 
manual backup. Luckily another couple 
was on board, along with their son. They 
had planned an adventure of their own 
and were waiting for a boat just like ours 
to be finished. This was a chance for them 
to learn about the boat, so we had ample 
crew to help us through the storm. As for 
me, I was so scared, I forgot to get seasick!”

Perhaps the most chilling event hap-
pened when they were invited by the 
chairman of a Philippine airline to visit his 
private island. Tom was putting the anchor 
down and the boat was starting to drag 
when a swell came—and then Tom began 
to scream. 

“Nancy, I’ve lost my hands!” His fingers 
had been mashed between chain and deck, 
crushing all the bones in his hands. 

They took him to Subic Bay, where 
doctors treated him, but healing took a 
long time, so they hired Abelardo from the 
Manilla Yacht Club to crew for them. “Aby” 
would stay with them for a year.

Tom, always a frustrated artist, took up 

painting during 
their adventure. 
For Nancy, the best 
times were those 
long stays in port. 
Young Tom’s pres-
ence was a boon 
in places like New 
Guinea, the Cook 

Islands and Tahiti; when he was with them, 
they were not treated as tourists. Instead, 
they were often included in local activities 
and frequently took locals out for a sail.

Half way through their journey, Wendy 
took a break from college and joined them. 

“I met them in the Admiralty Islands and 
we sailed to New Guinea. It was magical. 
Mom had been a volunteer, a housewife 
and an awesome mom, but this was differ-
ent. We would wake early in the morning 
and hitch hike to the village for provisions. 
Mom embraced the lifestyle and absorbed 
the local culture. She didn’t especially 
care for the time at sea, but the people and 
places opened up her world, and I saw her 
from a new perspective.”

At last the adventure had to end. They 
sailed to Honolulu where, after more than 
four years on the sea, twelve-year-old Tom 
went back to school. One year later they 
sailed into San Franscisco Bay. 

Hawaii became their second home, and 
all the Geary children settled near water, a 
legacy of their parents’ love of the sea.

Today Wendy is an artist in Nantucket, 
Massachusetts, working in pottery, water-

NOHO-GEARY, continued on Page 12

“I was so scared, 
I forgot to get 
seasick!

NOHO-GEARY, continued from Page 8
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better candidate for the board?

BKA: There are no specific qualifications 
to serve, although history on another board 
could help, as well as experience in con-
struction, finance, landscape, or security. 
Board members are expected to  become 
knowledgeable of the by-laws, house rules, 
and other legal documents.

2. How much time do you spend each 
month (week/day) doing board business? How 
does it impact your life?

BKA: Most Board Members spend very 
little time between meetings, except the 
president, who must know what is going 
on throughout the property. The con-
struction chair spends a few hours weekly 
during construction season. The treasur-
er’s job is somewhat intensive in the last 
couple of weeks before November’s bud-
get meeting. All Board members should 
take time within the two weeks before a 
meeting to familiarize themselves with the 
packet and agenda they receive from the 
AOAO office. 

DJP: The president has greater opera-
tional authority at MS than at many other 
properties, as outlined in our bylaws. Oth-
er members may take on special projects, 
which can take significant extra time.

MJ: As a new board member, there is a 
ramp up period to acclimate to the role 
and learn the history and inter-workings of 
how the Board operates. There is also no 
shortage of opportunities to volunteer on 
various projects and committees; that can 
take additional time. I anticipate that after 
the first year, members learn the ropes and 

settle into good time management.
3. Do you have to pay your own expenses to 

attend board meetings? If so, approximately 
how much are they (e.g. travel, phone calls, 
postage, etc.)?

BKA: You do pay your own expenses 
to attend board meetings. This varies by 
where you live and where the meeting is 
held. The summer meeting is usually on 
the mainland, where you may have hotel 
and meal expenses as well as airfare. Post-
age and phone expenses are minimal.

DJP: The AOAO usually brings lunch 
into the board meeting for board members, 
the recorder and the General Manager, at 
AOAO expense. Social outings, such as 
dinner or rafting adventures, are paid for 
by the participants.

4. What is your favorite thing about being a 
board member?

BKA: Most previous board members 
would probably say having their finger on 
the pulse of the property is the best part of 
the job.

DJP: Getting to know more owners and 
staff members was my favorite thing. 

5. What is your least favorite thing about 
being a board member?

BKA: The least favorite thing about serv-
ing on the board is when bickering occurs, 
either with owners or within the board 
itself.

6. Do board members need special insur-
ance or bonds to protect from liability?

BKA: The AOAO covers board members’ 
BOARD MEMBER, continued on Page 13

MALAMA-CARRILLO, continued from Page 9

Manny Carrillo stands by the E building garden 
he helped create.

by the vibrant blue waters, and fell instant-
ly in love with Hawaii.

A year later Manny moved to Maui, and 
got a job on the landscape crew at Make-
na Surf. He knew nothing about plants or 
grass, but took to the work immediately 
and is now responsible for Building E.

“I couldn’t ask for a better ‘office’, he 
said. “You could never put me behind a 
desk.”

This is the ideal job for Manny. He enjoys 
a beautiful view from every ‘window’ in 
his Makena ‘office’. Now he wants to keep 
learning more about plants from Land-
scape Consultant Elizabeth Erickson.

“I love all my owners,” Manny said. “They 
come out and ask me how my day is go-
ing. If they don’t come out, I worry that 
something is wrong. I don’t like it in the 
summer, when there aren’t many owners 
around. It’s too quiet without them.”

Manny’s favorite place on Makena Surf is 
the ocean point, where he watches for dol-
phins and whales. One day he saw a huge 
manta ray, five feet across!

Manny loves his work and his Maui life. 
He figures he has the best of both worlds: 
sunshine all day in Makena, and cool rainy 
evenings at home in Paia. Just as he did in 
Minnesota, Manny adapted his interests so 
that he could spend his time in the great 
outdoors. He loves boogie boarding and 
snorkeling, is eager to learn how to surf 
and has enjoyed exploring the amazing 
hiking trails on Maui.

“Maui never ceases to amaze,” he wrote 
after one such hike.

I believe that says it all.                    ❖❖❖

STAFF ON PARADE
Next time you are on property, be sure 

to stop by the office and take a look at the 
photos of the 
Makena Surf 
staff.

Each staff 
member’s pic-
ture is included, 
with their name 
and tenure at 
Makena Surf. 

Let’s face it, a 
lot of us are not 
all that good at 
remembering 

names these days—now we have a little 
help. ❖❖❖
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Nā po’e i Malama Mai Makena Mai 
(The people who take care of Makena Surf)

How does a Midwestern farm boy find 
his way to a landscape position at Makena 
Surf? Glad you asked.

Manuel “Mannie” Carrillo grew up in the 
tiny farming town of Rothsay, Minnesota, 
about a 30-minute drive from Fargo, North 
Dakota. He was the child of Norwegian, 
Irish, Spanish, Swedish and Mexican an-
cestors, but says his family “always” lived 
in Minnesota. Mannie’s father supported 
the family with a variety of jobs, including 
farming, the mainstay of Rothsay. The town 
of 500 people boasted one gas station, one 
motel, one bar and lots of churches.

As a young man, Mannie worked on a 
turkey farm as well as in corn, soybean, 
beet and sunflower fields. He seized any 
opportunity to work with heavy equip-
ment, from bobcats to bulldozers, but what 

mattered most was that 
he be outdoors, whether 
at work or play. Mannie 
participated in every 
sport he could, just so 
that he could be outside.

“I never had an inter-

est in school,” he said. “Indoor activities 
were always my last option. There wasn’t 
anything to do at home. We lived six miles 
from Rothsay, and there wasn’t much to do 
there, either!”

Never put off by the frigid winters of 
northwest Minnesota, Mannie spent his 
time sledding, snowboarding and ice fish-
ing. He often traveled with friends to ski 
in the hills near Duluth, four hours from 
Rothsay. In the summer time, he ran or 
biked in the scorching sun, when he wasn’t 
earning money in the fields.

Mannie wasn’t afraid of hard work. He 
put in twelve hour days and came home 
and ‘crashed’ at night. He might still be 
working those fields if a friend had not 
convinced him to visit Hawaii. Manny had 
never seen an ocean before; he was struck 

Manuel “Mannie” Carrillo

MALAMA-CARRILO, continued on Page 10
npMalama by

Dusty
Pence

 Nā po’e i Noho Mai Makena Mai 
(The people who live at Makena Surf)

Nancy Geary by Dusty PencenpNoho

NOHO-GEARY, continued on Page 11

Nancy and Tom Geary bought their Maui 
condo, F-202, in 1997, but their journey to 
the islands began decades ago—and what 
a journey it was! Not many of us can say we 
arrived in Maui by sailboat!

The Gearys grew up in 
Santa Rosa, California 
and raised their family in 
Berkeley: daughter, Wendy, 
and three sons: Bill, Steve 
and Tom. They call young 
Tom the ‘wonderful ca-
boose’, because he came 
along a decade after the 
other children.

Young Tom’s arrival didn’t 
stop the Gearys from pursuing adven-
tures usually reserved for the young—or 
retired—and unencumbered. Tom was an 
attorney, with a love of sailing and history. 
Having lost his favorite cousin in Guam 
during WWII, he was especially interested 
in visiting WWII’s Pacific theatre sites.

Nancy was more than a bit hesitant when 
Tom announced his wish to venture out to 
sea in a forty-eight-foot ketch—just Tom, 
Nancy (who was prone to seasickness!) and 
their nine-year-old son. She reluctantly 
agreed to an eighteen-month trial that 

stretched into four and a half years, 
with Nancy an enthusiastic partner.

What an experience it must have 
been for young Tom. They flew first to 
Taiwan, where their new boat, “Con-
tent” was being built. More than four 
years later they sailed Content into 
San Francisco Bay—but not before 
adventures that would thrill, frighten 

and strengthen them all.

They spent the first three months in port. 
The boat needed modifications, so they 
lived on board while they waited. When 
Content was pronounced fit to sail, the 
builder accompanied them on the maiden 
voyage to be sure everything worked. 

The year was 1974, the destination Hong 
Kong. People were fleeing communist Chi-
na; the country was beginning to open her 
door to business, but travel was restricted. 
The Gearys could sail legally in the waters 

The ocean point in 
front of Building E is 
Manny’s favorite spot 
on Makena Surf.

Nancy relaxes in her lovely Maui hale.

Tom tells a joke.

“Maui never 
ceases to 
amaze.


